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CHRISTCHURCH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 March 2022 at Christchurch Library, 

Room 14, High Street, Christchurch, BH23 1AW 

Present:- 

Cllr Mrs S Bungey – Mayor  

Cllr A E Coulton – Deputy Mayor 

Present: Cllr V Charrett, Cllr Mrs F Cox, Cllr L Dedman, Cllr H Farrell-

Jarvis, Cllr S Fotheringham, Cllr C A Gardiner, Cllr P Hilliard, Cllr 

G R Jarvis, Cllr D C Jones, Cllr T Lane, Cllr S J McCormack, Cllr 

G E E Polson, Cllr Mrs S Spittle  

 

Apologies: Cllr M Cox, Cllr S Fotheringham, Cllr W Grace, Cllr T Lane and 

Cllr M J Tarling.  

 

 

Officers 

Present: 

Members of the 

Public present: 

Members of the 

Press present: 

Daniel Lucas, Town Clerk  

James Atkinson, Project Officer  

 

3 

0 

 

365. Prayers 

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend Canon Charles Stewart opened the 

proceedings with prayers. 

 

366. Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest on this occasion. 

 

367. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the meetings held on 17 January 2022 and 8 February 2022 

were agreed and signed as an accurate record.  

 

Voting: Unanimous – 13: 0 (1 abstention) 

Proposed: Cllr Coulton  
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Seconded: Cllr Charrett 

 

 

368. Announcements 

 

The Mayor 

The Mayor announced that, since the last meeting of the council, she had been 

privileged to attend some wonderful engagements, highlighting the Pancake 

race and that invitations had been sent out for the Mayors Gala Dinner on 6th 

May. 

In addition, the Mayor gave mention to the successful Town Crier event, 200 

people attended along with 4 neighbouring Town Criers.  

The full schedule of events had been circulated to each Member, a copy of 

which appears as Appendix ‘A’ to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 

 

369. Public Participation 

The Mayor reported that no Members of the Public had been registered to speak 

in accordance with the Council’s Standing orders.  

 

370. Public Questions 

The Mayor reported that no questions had been submitted to the Town Clerk in 

accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders. 

 

371. Questions from Councillors 

The Mayor reported that no questions had been submitted to the Town Clerk in 

accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders 

 

372. Motions from Councillors 

 

This matter was deferred to be considered at the next Community Committee. 

 

Proposed: Cllr Jones 

Seconded: Dedman  

Vote: Unanimous  
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373. Verbal Reports from Partner Organisations 

Cllr Spittle gave an update report introducing the BID’s work and how it was 

uniting the business community. 

  

374. Committee Minutes 

The Committee Minutes for the last cycle of meetings were received as follows: 

 Planning Committee 25 January 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2022 were received. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Coulton  

Seconded: Cllr Jones 

 

 Community Committee, 15 February 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2022 were received. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Coulton  

Seconded: Cllr Jones 

  

 Planning Committee, 22 February 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 22 February 2022 were received. 

 Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Coulton  

Seconded: Cllr Jones 

  

 Resources Committee, 8 March 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2022 were received. 

 The recommendations arising from the meeting of the Resources Committee held     

on 8 March 2022 were then considered and approved: 

Minute no. 360             Interim Audit Report 

Voting: Unanimous 
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Proposed: Cllr Jones 

Seconded: Cllr Hilliard 

  

Minute no. 358 Financial Regulations – Budgetary Control and Authority to Spend 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Coulton 
Seconded: Cllr Gardiner  
  

Minute 364. Appointment of Events Assistant (Exempt) 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Jones 

Seconded: Cllr Hilliard 

 

Cllr Mrs F Cox joined the meeting at 6.50pm.  

375.  Proposal to use Christchurch Quay 

A report was submitted, a copy of which had been circulated to each member a copy 

of which appears as Appendix ‘B’ & ‘C’ to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 

 Members were asked to consider use of Christchurch Quay by Park Yoga.  

Cllr Spittle raised concerns over conflict with other events being held on the Quomps, 

and was informed that officers would manage this as part of their day job. 

RESOLVED that use of Christchurch Quay by Park Yoga be approved. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Hilliard 

Seconded: Cllr Jones 

 

376. Town Crier  

Members were informed that the outfit formerly used by Christchurch Borough 

Council’s Town Crier had been located at Winchester Museum.  It was hoped that 

the outfit could be used by Christchurch Town Council’s new Town Crier and that 

arrangements could be made to loan the outfit from the Hampshire Culture Trust. 

  

Should a new outfit be required, the Christchurch BID have offered sponsorship of 

£500 in exchange for their branding being on the outfit somewhere in the form of a 

badge or similar.  This leaves funding of up to £3,000 required. 
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The Mayor wished to appoint the runner up of the competition as the Council’s Deputy 

Town Crier who she hoped will be able to provide his own outfit. 

Cllr Gardiner had offered her 17th Century Enactment Group outfits to the Council as 

an option for the Town Crier’s outfit. 

Members wanted to know the reason why the Hampshire Cultural Trust was refusing 

to return the outfit. The Town Clerk informed members that the former Town Crier’s 

family had gifted the outfit, rather than loaned it, therefore the Hampshire Cultural 

Trust was unable to return it.  

Cllr Hilliard suggested the outfit was returned on loan and that this council takes more 

of an active part on the board of the Red House Museum. Cllr Hilliard further 

suggested that a budget of £500 would be appropriated for the Town Crier’s outfit.  

Cllr Dedman proposed a motion for the recommendation to be amended that there 

should be a fall back to spend up to £3,000 and to continue to investigate the return 

of the original outfit.  This motion was seconded by Cllr McCormack. On putting to 

the vote, the motion was carried. 

Vote 14-1  

RESOLVED that Council: 

a) continues to investigate the return of the original Town Crier outfit  

b) notes the current position on the Town Crier; 

c) approves the creation of a Deputy Town Crier at zero cost; and 

d) continues to investigate all options and as a fall back agrees to spend up to 

£3000 for the Town Crier’s outfit if all other options fail. 

Voting: 14:1 

Proposed: Cllr Dedman 

Seconded: Cllr Jones 

 

Cllr G E E Polson left the meeting at 7.40pm. 

 

377. Platinum Jubilee update  

A report was submitted, a copy of which had been circulated to each member and a 

copy of which appears as Appendix ‘D’ to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 

 Members were asked to consider estimations received for the installation of anchor 

points on third party shop frontages for the purposes of providing bunting installation 

points through the Town Centre. 

RESOLVED that the Town Council: 
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a) does not use Community Infrastructure Levy; 

b) utilises the Platinum Jubilee/Britain in Bloom budget for the forthcoming 

financial year of 2022/2023; 

c) the Platinum Jubilee/Britain in Bloom budget is set at £25,000; 

d) approves the Anchor points, Bunting and Flag total estimated cost of the 

project be in the region of £18,000 exclusive of VAT; and 

e) the Platinum Jubilee/Britain in Bloom budget be increased by £10k if funds 

allow a virement to take place to cover the Britain in Bloom element and the 

Town Clerk to take to report to Resources Committee accordingly. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Jones  
Seconded: Cllr McCormack  
 

 

 

378. To Receive Written Applications for the Office of Town Councillor by co-

option– Jumpers and St Catherine’s Ward.  

The applicant’s details for the role and co-option of a Town Councillor for Jumpers 

and St. Catherine’s Ward had been circulated to each member and 5-minute 

presentations were provided to members from the following Applicants: 

Mr Mark Davies  

Mr Davies thanked Members for the opportunity to be considered for the co-option to 

the Council and advised that he lived in Christchurch for 10 years with my wife and 

three children. He currently worked in the defence sector, in software production.  He 

had previously worked for Network Rail and for Southampton City council, in both 

these roles he gained an understanding of the challenges involved in the planning 

and maintenance of public facing facilities.  

His father was a Councillor at parish level, interested in giving back to the community, 

aspirations are to assist with the Neighbourhood plan, can help develop website that 

can include booking schedules to create something different and to help develop 

Christchurch as a destination. 

Dr Robert Luscombe 

Dr Luscombe thanked Members for the opportunity to be considered for the co-option 

to the Council and advised that he had relocated to Dorset three years ago from 

Devon. Career was in pharmaceuticals, suffered a heart attack, following recovery 

has run marathons  

Involved with Maritime Volunteer Service in Christchurch harbour and worked with 

other local formal bodies.  



– 201 – 

FULL COUNCIL 
16 March 2022 

 

 

These included BPC Council and the Dorset Marine Police to ensure both heritage 

and conservation in the harbour environs, as well as helping to maintain an 

environment that encourages both locals and tourists to safely enjoy the beauty of 

this area. He was also a group member of the Stour Partnership Valley working to 

develop the Stour Valley as a future regional park, as he had a great interest in 

ecology whilst regularly walking along the river valley. 

He had previous experience of working with local authorities whilst living in Cheshire, 

and had worked with Congleton and Macclesfield MP’s on environmental projects 

connected to the local canals and Bollington Valley Project. 

He had thirty years’ experience with a leading global pharmaceutical, and he 

considered that his transferable skills combined with his interest in local matters, such 

as the environment, green and open spaces, leisure facilities, traffic and 

neighbourhood plan would bring value to the Town Council.  

As a resident of Christchurch, he had a great interest in ensuring that the area 

continues to develop, whilst maintaining and conserving the heritage along with the 

beautiful countryside and coastline. 

How he will contribute: 

• Strategic thinker  

• Strong ethics  

• Passionate about Christchurch  

• SMART objectives  

The Mayor thanked both of the applicants for their informative presentations. 

379. Town Council Offices 

Cllr Coulton raised the following questions: 

• Should the Town Council (TC) look for TC offices in the coming financial year? 

• Do we need TC offices to house the safe? 

• How long will BCP house our valuables? 

• Do the TC need their own offices? 

• Do Councillors need a permanent meeting room other than the Town Hall? 

• Do TC officers need permanent office space? 

RESOLVED to task the Town Clerk to bring a report to a future meeting of the 

Resources committee to consider how best to proceed with finding Town 

Council Offices for Christchurch Town Council. 

Voting: Unanimous 
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Proposed: Cllr Jones  

Seconded: Cllr Dedman 

 

380. Exempt Business 

RESOLVED that members passed a resolution to exclude the press and public 

pursuant to the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the 

matters relating to the personal information of third parties and the commercial 

affairs of businesses of the Council being discussed. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr Hilliard 

Seconded: Cllr Spittle  

 

381. Co-Option of Town Councillor (Exempt) 

 

Members debated the merits of the applicants for the role and co-option of Town 

Councillor for Jumpers and St. Catherine’s Ward. 

 

 

382.  Events Assistant (Exempt) 

 

Members considered an application received for the role of Events Assistant. 

 

383.  Car Parking - Priory Ward (Exempt) 

 

The Town Council resolved to make a statement at the next BCP Full Council 

meeting and nominated a Town Councillor to attend accordingly. 

 

384. Public Session: Co-Option of Town Councillor and Acceptance of Office. 

Members agreed that their chosen candidate for the co-option of the Town Councillor 

for Jumpers and St. Catherine’s Ward. 

Proposed: Cllr Hilliard 
Seconded: Cllr Spittle 
Voting: Unanimous 
RESOLVED that Dr Robert Luscombe be formally co-opted as the Council’s 

chosen candidate and a Town Councillor for the casual vacancy in the Jumpers 

and St Catherine’s Ward. 

The meeting ended at 8:18pm 

CHAIRMAN 

 

 


