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CHRISTCHURCH TOWN COUNCIL 

FULL COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 11 July 2022 at 6.00pm Christchurch 

Library, Room 14, High Street, Christchurch, BH23 1AW 

Present:- 

Cllr Mrs S Spittle (in the Chair) 

Present: Cllr H Farrell-Jarvis, Cllr S Fotheringham, Cllr C A Gardiner, Cllr P 

Hilliard, Cllr G R Jarvis, Cllr D C Jones, Cllr T Lane, Cllr S J 

McCormack, Cllr G E E Polson, Cllr R D Luscombe, and Cllr M J 

Tarling. 

Apologies: Cllr Mrs S Bungey, Cllr V Charrett, Deputy Mayor, Cllr A E Coulton, 

Mayor, Cllr Mrs F Cox, Cllr M Cox, Cllr L Dedman and Cllr W Grace. 

 

 

Officers 

Present: 

Members of the 

Public present: 

Members of the 

Press present: 

Daniel Lucas, Town Clerk  

Susan Roxby, Democratic Services Officer 

 

16 

  0 

 

75.  Appointment of Chairman  

 

Cllr Spittle was appointed Chairman for the duration of the meeting.  

 

76. Prayers 

 

Cllr Jones opened the proceedings with the Lord’s prayer. 

 

77. Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Mrs Spittle declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to minute No. 87 

(Community Infrastructure Levy) as she had one grandchild who presently 

attended Mudeford Junior School, and another grandchild would soon be going 

to attend Mudeford Junior School, and remained present, but took no part in the 

discussion and voting thereon. 
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78. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 May 2022 and the extraordinary meeting 

held on 28 June 2022 were agreed and signed as an accurate record. 

 

Voting: unanimous (1 Cllr Tarling abstained)  

Proposed by: Cllr Jones 
Seconded by: Cllr Lane 
 

 

79. Announcements 

Members paid a silent tribute to Cllr Nick Geary who had recently passed away, 

in recognition of his contribution to the former Christchurch Borough Council as 

a Councillor and past Mayor. 

The chairman read out the Mayoral full schedule of events which had been 

circulated to each Member, a copy of which appears as Appendix ‘A’ to these 

Minutes in the Minute Book. 

Cllr Jones raised that he had heard through the internet that the Mayor of 

Christchurch New Zealand was retiring and proposed that a letter expressing 

good wishes be sent on behalf of the Council. 

The Town Clerk advised that the Council was in contact with all of its Twin 

Towns through their officers and to date the Council had not received any formal 

notification. 

Cllr Jones confirmed that he would do further research in order to obtain official 

confirmation. 

 

80. Public Participation 

An elector made the following statement: 
 
“It is not so many moons ago that the ex-Mayor of Christchurch presented an 
award to Chris Guest in recognition of the hard work he and the volunteers of 
the Druitt Hall Community Association (DHCA) have done during the past 
several years to achieve the incredible improvements they have made to Druitt 
Hall. 
 
How sad and disappointed they must now feel at the total turn-around the Town 
Council appears to be making in suggesting the Hall’s demolition. DHCA have 
supplied the Council with a schedule of works with relative costings that is 
completely feasible and would ensure the life of the Hall for many years to come. 
Yes at some point in the future a new building may well be the way forward but 
at a time when it is truly necessary and when funds are in place to meet the 
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significant cost a new build would demand. The current building has served the 
community very well since it was first opened and there is absolutely no reason 
for this not to continue with the schedule of works completed as detailed by 
DHCA. 
 
It goes without saying, each councillor that make up the Christchurch Town 
Council has been elected to make decisions and take action to support their 
electors. Is it not therefore advisable for each councillor to remember this fact 
and whatever the Town Council’s final decision is regarding the future of the 
Hall, this decision should be made with the actual facts being accepted and 
what best serves the Community. Residents’ views must not be ignored and 
surpassed by credence being given to the wishes of individual councillors 
wanting to obtain what is being described by many as a vanity project. Druitt 
Hall was built for Community use and not for Council Offices. I urge the Council 
to make the right decision and work co-operatively with the trustees of the 
DHCA.” 

 

81. Public Questions 

An elector raised the following question: 

“May I ask if saved Town Plan policy L4 which states that Druitt Gardens and 

adjoining land, as indicated on the proposals map and designated as Public 

Open Space, is a policy accepted by this Council. Does the Council also 

consider that the explanatory statement given with this policy (section 8.23, 

page 137) is also acceptable.” 

The Town Clerk replied that the Policy is referred to in the old Christchurch 

Local Plan of 2001 and saved by virtue of the Christchurch and East Dorset 

Core Strategy adopted in April 2014. The matter is not for the Council to accept 

or agree to be acceptable as the law makes clear by virtue of section 70(2) of 

the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 states: 

70(2)In dealing with an application for planning permission or permission in 

principle the authority shall have regard to— 

(a)the provisions of the development plan, so far as material to the application 

As the policies are part of the Development Plan for Christchurch the law states 

that these must be considered. The weight to ascribe to such policies given their 

age and the fact that BCP Council is currently developing a replacement Local 

Plan is a matter for the Local Planning Authority. 

 

An elector raised the following question: 

“I request that you can confirm that the Covenants relating to the protection of 

Druitt Hall and Gardens imposed by Dorset County Council upon Christchurch 
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Borough Council in 2006 of hall and land are still in place and will be complied 

with by the current owner which I understand is Christchurch Town Council”. 

The Town Clerk replied that the covenants have been checked and they state 

as follows: 

13.5.1 to use and maintain the Property as a town centre woodland, a nature 

reserve and public open space for the enjoyment of the general public and as 

a community centre for the benefit of the people of Christchurch or any 

purposes ancillary thereto provided that development which is not ancillary 

carried out subject to Clause 13.5.2 shall not be a breach of this covenant 

13.5.2 in the event of the Property or any part thereof being used for 

development which is not ancillary to the primary use as a town centre 

woodland, a nature reserve and public open space for the enjoyment of the 

general public and as a community centre for the benefit of the people of 

Christchurch the Transferee will secure provision of an equivalent or greater 

area of land adjacent to the property to be made available for this use 

The Transferor at the time Dorset County Council transferred the land to 

Christchurch Borough Council being the transferee. The covenant is still in 

place and has been referred to; however it is a matter of law as to whether the 

covenants are enforceable as both the County Council and the Borough Council 

now do not exist. Currently these covenants (assuming the covenants are 

enforceable) are being complied with. 

 

I representative raised the following question on behalf of the Druitt Hall 

Community Association (DHCA): 

"DHCA have provided the Council with a further copy of the full asbestos survey 

of the building and copies of internal and external air-tests that has been carried 

out. 

Does the Council accept that there is no current risk to users of Druitt Hall and, 

if Councillors have evidence to the contrary, please could details be 

communicated to us as soon as possible to allow any necessary further 

professional assessment to be made and appropriate action taken?” 

The Town Clerk replied that the Lease of 29th of March 2019 to DHCA states: 

3.9.2 Without prejudice to the generality of Clause 3.14, the Tenant must 

comply with the provisions of any statute relating to the inspection and 

management of asbestos at the Premises (including fulfilling the obligations of 

a dutyholder for the purposes of the Control of Asbestos at Work Regulations 

2006). 
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 It is a matter for the Tenants of Druitt Hall to fulfil the obligations of the lease 

and the necessary Regulations. As the question highlights it is for DHCA to take 

appropriate action and Officers of the Council are not aware of any risks 

whatsoever. Members should realise that if they have evidence to the contrary 

– I too – as the Proper Officer of the Council should be made aware, rather than 

anecdotally raising matters which have no merit. 

 

An elector raised the following questions: 

1.” Will the Council please explain why they stopped using Druitt Hall for council 

meetings? 

The Town Clerk replied that Members felt the Hall was a sound temporary 

measure and decided to re-locate as the Hall for meeting in the evening during 

winter months was cold and not becoming of the Council in terms of formality 

during proceedings such as Mayor-Making and so on. 

2. Will the Council please explain why the Mayor’s Parlour is not used for council 

meetings? 

The Town Clerk replied that the Mayor’s Parlour has traditionally been used for 

the Mayor to receive guests and hold charity functions. In terms of using the 

Mayor’s Parlour for public meetings the Mayor’s Parlour does not comply with 

the Equalities Act 2010 and the Parlour has a restriction on the numbers that 

the Parlour can accommodate due to the structural integrity of the first floor. 

3. Will the Council please explain how funds would be obtained for a new hall? 

The Town Clerk replied that this question pre-supposes the Policy of the Council 

at this stage and cannot be answered fully. Options include, loan, Reserves and 

re-allocation of Capital Reserve projects, viring budget lines if the Asset 

Transfer being currently mooted does not result in the Town Council taking as 

many assets as BCP Council pre-supposes, Fund-raising and grant avenues, 

possible precept raise and/or a combination of the above. 

4. Will the Council give assurance that the precept would not be increased to 

assist in the funding of a new hall?” 

The Town Clerk replied that this is a matter for elected Members in setting a 

balanced budget. 

 

82. Questions from Councillors 

The Mayor reported that no questions had been submitted to the Town Clerk in 

accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders. 
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Cllr R D Luscombe made the following statement: 

Following the recent Full Council Meeting, I have given considerable further 

thought to the matter. I am concerned that the decision of the Council on 28th 

June 2022 will result in further lengthy delays before the matter is resolved one 

way or another. This as a Council member, representing obviously not only the 

residents of my Ward, but also as a Town Councillor, all the residents of 

Christchurch, I find to be unacceptable. 

Given that on 5 previous occasions since June 2021, we have either in 

Committee or Full Council approved the decisions to move forward with 

replacement of the windows, I find it disappointing and somewhat strange that 

between decision taken by Resources Committee on 7th June and Council on 

28th June, things had suddenly changed to the degree that the Council voted 

to reverse decisions previously made.  

Whilst the decision taken at the Extraordinary Council Meeting was to appoint 

a working group of 3 councillors, I believe that it is remiss of us to not include 

representatives from the Trustees of DHCA.  In order to expedite this matter, I 

would like to see a Working Group of both interested councillors and members 

of DHCA committee.  If this is not possible, following the decision taken at the 

Council meeting of 28th June 2022, I would strongly suggest that the Working 

Group consult at the earliest opportunity with representatives of DHCA.  Given 

the time, commitment and expertise that the Trustees have brought to Druitt 

Hall over the past few years, it would seem incongruous not to include such 

people in early discussions. 

As we are all aware, Druitt Hall is owned by Christchurch Town Council (CTC) 

and leased to DHCA. Therefore, as the landlords, I believe we have an 

obligation to restore the existing building to a habitable state immediately. 

 I do, however, also understand the concern that the building is reaching the 

end of its reasonable life and its future should be debated.  I don't believe that 

this is a fact disputed by anyone, including the Trustees of DHCA. The question 

is how and when, including how this could be done without having such cost 

falling fully on the residents of Christchurch. 

The original Surveyors report indicated that provided repairs were undertaken, 

the Hall would have a reasonable life span of up to 25 years. In addition, there 

is also the fact of the 5 year term remaining on the existing lease.  

As several people, more expert, in such matters than myself, have commented, 

the reality is that even if we start tomorrow, it will be many years before a new 

building is finished. In the meantime, there will be a significant impact on current 

users and also particularly Druitt Gardens itself, which is a designated Nature 

Space, which I believe to be unacceptable. 
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Therefore, in summary and always subject to any new information presented, 

my current position is as follows: 

1. The Working Party elected by CTC following resolution passed at Meeting of 

Full Council of 28th June 2022, should either expand to include members of the 

Trustees of Druitt Hall or if this is not possible then the WG should consult with 

representatives of the Trustees of DHCA at the earliest opportunity  

 2. CTC as landlords fulfil their obligation to DHCA and local residents, 

previously discussed and agreed at various Committee and Council meetings, 

to replace the windows. Any further cost-effective options for window 

replacement whilst meeting all requirements should be reviewed. In order to 

minimise the time for delay, this should be completed within one month.  

3. To investigate and report options for the roof, full replacement or sealing of 

Asbestos if this will resolve issues of concern.  

4. To review extension of lease to DHCA that would allow them to review 

options for funding that will enable eventual replacement of the building, (Grants 

/ Lottery funding etc)  

5. To ensure point 4 above is undertaken with minimal or zero impact on council 

precept.  

Cllr Jones responded that the best thing for the Council to do regarding Druitt 

Hall was to consult with the whole of Christchurch as to what the next step 

should be, and that the Working Group would present how the consultation 

would be carried out and report to Council. 

83. Motions from Councillors 

 

The Town Clerk reported that this was the second time the motion for the 20’s 

Plenty for Christchurch campaign had come before Council and had been 

previously deferred. 

 

Cllr Jones raised a point of order that the motion should be deferred to the next 

Full Council meeting. 

 

The Chairman agreed that this item should be deferred to the next agenda. 

 

 

84. Verbal Reports from Partner Organisations 

Cllr Luscombe provided Members with an update on the Harbour Watch 

advising that they had met with Dorset Police and discussed boat and jet skis 

thefts and anti-social behaviour. The Harbour Watch was being launched on 20 

August 2022 at 11am at the Captains Club. 
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Cllr Mr Spittle reported that the Christchurch BID had been busy during the 

Jubilee and had held a tea party for over 200 children. The BID Manager was 

organising many events which included yoga on the Quomps on Sunday at 

9.30am and music along the High Street. The BID was also investing in the Sea 

Festival being held in September. 

 

85. Committee Minutes 

 The Committee Minutes for the last cycle of meetings were received as follows: 

 Planning Committee 31, May 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 31 May 2022 were received. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr D Jones 
Seconded: Cllr M Tarling 
 

 Planning Committee, 21 June 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2022 were received. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr R D Luscombe 
Seconded: Cllr M Tarling 
  

 Community Committee, 28 June 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2022 were received. 

The recommendation arising from the meeting of the Community Committee held 

on 28 June 2022 was then considered and approved: 

Minute No.59   Asset of Community Value – Bypass Car Park. 

Cllr S Fotheringham left the meeting at 7.09pm. 

Voting: unanimous  

Proposed: Cllr S McCormack 
Seconded: Cllr D Jones 
  

 Resources Committee, 5 July 2022 

 The Minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2022 were received. 
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Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed: Cllr M Tarling 
Seconded: Cllr S McCormack 

  

86. Tree Works 

A photo of the Tree was submitted, a copy of which had been circulated to each 

member and a copy of which appears as Appendix ‘B’ to these Minutes in the Minute 

Book. 

Cllr S Fotheringham re-joined the Meeting 7.11pm. 

Members were asked to consider the safe removal of a dead Horse Chestnut tree 

oversailing the highway at Sopers Lane. (Planning reference: 8/22/0536REG14). 

The Town Clerk reported that the tree had bleeding canker. 

Cllr Tarling asked if the Council could replant a tree and dedicate it to Cllr Nick Geary. 

The Town Clerk reported that the Council would replant a tree and could arrange a 

dedication plaque if Council wished.  

RESOLVED that the Council: 

a) instructs Mark Hooper Trees to fell the tree; and 

b) authorises the Town Clerk to pay the resultant invoice in line with the   

agreed quotation: 

Labour £1,500.00 
Plant Digger /Chipper /MEWP ££975.00 
Plus vat @ 20% 
£2,475.00 vat = £495.00 
Total costs: £2,970.00 

 

Voting: unanimous  

 Proposed by: Cllr M Tarling 
Seconded by: Cllr T Lane 

 

87. Druitt Hall Working Group Update on Consultation 

The Town Clerk reported that the Druitt Hall Working Group had been elected and 

met via Zoom on 1 July 2022. The Working Group comprised of the following 3 

members: Cllr V Charrett, Chairman, Cllr S McCormack and Cllr M Cox and was 

looking at the survey design to consult with the community.  
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The Town Clerk further advised that the Working Group meetings were not public 

meeting and therefore there were no minutes published. The next meeting of the 

Working Group would be held on 13 July 2022 and would look at what questions 

should be included in the survey. 

The Town Clerk read out the Chairman of the Druitt Hall Working Group’s report as 

follows: 

“The three-person working group, comprising Cllr Mike Cox, Cllr Mc Cormack and 

myself, met to discuss how to carry out the consultation to find out the wishes of the 

whole community on the future of Druitt Hall.  

Initially it was emphasised and agreed by all concerned that this should be a 

completely unbiased and independent survey, so that no one, from any viewpoint, 

could say afterwards that it was biased or unrepresentative.  

It was agreed that the Clerk would summarise the cases on both sides at the 

introduction to the survey, and then have a simple yes/no question about what people 

would like the future of Druitt Hall to be.  

In terms of circulation, we have a large email list of responders from the  

neighbourhood plan survey, and it will also go out on social media. For people who 

are not on the internet, there will be a list of local halls and the library where paper 

copies can be accessed and filled in. This can be done by survey monkey and the 

paper copy results added manually”. 

RESOLVED that the verbal report be noted. 

 

88. Community Infrastructure Levy  

A report was submitted, a copy of which had been circulated to each member and a 

copy of which appears as Appendix ‘C’ to these Minutes in the Minute Book. 

Members were asked to consider a request for Community Infrastructure Levy 

funding from Sustrans “Bike it” officer on behalf of Mudeford Junior School for 

additional cycle storage at the school. 

Cllr Jones objected to this proposal. 

RESOLVED that the Council: 

a) approved payment of £1,500 from the Community Infrastructure Levy 

funding for Mudeford Junior School to go towards the purchase of 

additional bike storage; 

b) delegated to the Town Clerk the administration of the payment and write 

to Mudeford Junior School and Sustrans accordingly. 
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Voting: 9: 1: 0 (Cllr Spittle did not vote) 

Proposed by: Cllr M Tarling 
Seconded by: Cllr G Jarvis 
 

Cllr Mrs Spittle declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item as she had one 

grandchild presently attending Mudeford Junior School, and another grandchild 

would soon be going to attend Mudeford Junior School, and remained present, but 

took no part in the discussion and voting thereon. 

 

89. Personnel Sub-Committee 

Members were asked to consider appointing 5 new Members to the Personnel Sub-

Committee for the Civic year 2022/2023. 

RESOLVED that: 

a)  the following 5 Members be appointed to the Personnel Sub-

Committee for the civic year 2022/2023: 

 

Cllr Mrs S Spittle 

Cllr S McCormack 

Cllr D Jones 

Cllr R D Luscombe 

Cllr G Jarvis 

Voting: unanimous  

Proposed by: Cllr Jones 
Seconded by: Cllr S Poulson  
 

 

 

The meeting ended at 7.32pm  

 CHAIRMAN 

 


