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CHRISTCHURCH TOWN COUNCIL 

 COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 October 2022 at 6.00pm at Christchurch 

Library, Room 14, High Street, Christchurch, BH23 1AW 

Present:- 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman:  

Cllr S McCormack 

Cllr Mrs S Bungey 

Present: Cllr A E Coulton, Cllr C A Gardiner, Cllr W Grace, Cllr G R Jarvis, 

Cllr R D Luscombe and Cllr Mrs S Spittle. 

Apologies: 

Officers 

present: 

Cllr V Charrett 

Zeynep Aktuna, Democratic Services Officer 

Vanessa Ricketts, Interim Town Clerk 

 

Members of the 

Public present: 

 

5  

Members of the 

Press present: 

 

0 

 

 

178. Declarations of Interest  

 

There were no declarations of interest on this occasion. 

 

179. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 June 2022 were agreed and signed as an 

accurate record.  

 

Voting: Unanimous 

 

Proposed: Cllr Coulton 

Seconded: Cllr Spittle 
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180. Public Participation 

 

A member of the public made a statement regarding the intensity of the events 

held at the Quomps during the summer times and expressed his concerns over 

the sound level of these events. He pointed out that there should be an ‘equitable 

balance’ for residents, community, and the visitors of the Quomps and suggested 

there should be a clear view of the type and number of events that could take place 

at the Quomps and that reasonable licensing conditions should be available to all 

parties. He underlined the effectiveness of the Christchurch Borough Council’s 

policy in managing the events at the Quomps.  

 

A further member of the public made a statement relating to gas monitoring at 

Stanpit Recreation Ground, a copy of which appears as Appendix ‘A’ to these 

Minutes in the signed Minute Book. He pointed out the presence of landfill gases 

at Stanpit Recreation Ground which led BCP Council to ban certain activities at 

this recreation ground. He suggested that the Council should seek a second 

opinion on this matter by obtaining the up-to-date data and reports regarding the 

landfill gases. 

 

181. Public Questions 

 

There were no questions from the public on this occasion. 

 

182. Events at the Quomps  

 

Members discussed the frequent use of the Quomps for various events during the 

summer times and considered concerns of the occupiers of neighbouring 

residential properties over the sound level of the music events.  

 

Members agreed with the public statement made regarding the intensity of the 

events and underlined the importance of keeping the Quomps as a suitable place 

for all sorts of activities (walking, running, resting, playing games, picnicking etc). 

It is discussed that there should be a balance between different type of activities 

at the Quomps.  

 

It is noted that the Christchurch Borough Council had a policy regarding the events 

taking place in the Quomps and that the Town Council does not currently have an 

events policy or any other document to manage the events taking place at the 

Quomps. Members agreed that the Council should adopt an events policy that 

deals with the matter with its integrity by considering various aspects such as:  

• The quality, levels, and limits of the sound  

• The number and type of events  

• The availability of a schedule of all events for all community   
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It is emphasized that this policy should be prepared in coordination with the 

neighbouring residents and the unitary council. 

 

The Interim Town Clerk advised that the Council could query the old policy with 

the BCP Council to see whether this policy could be re-adopted. The Interim Town 

Clerk suggested, alternatively, that the Council could prepare a new policy from 

scratch by closely engaging with the occupiers of neighbouring residential 

properties. 

Members underlined that this matter should be addressed promptly. Members 

agreed to set up a Task and Finish Group to put the matter on the table with the 

neighbouring residents and the BCP Council representatives. 

RESOLVED that:  

a) the Council contacts the BCP Council to seek the old policy and 

considers using it as the basis of the new policy; 

b) the Council sets up a Task and Finish Group that would work closely with 

the neighbouring residents and BCP Council; 

c) the Task and Finish Group be comprised of the following 3 Members:  

Cllr Bungey 

Cllr Coulton 

Cllr McCormack 

d) the Task and Finish Group finalizes its work in 4 weeks  

e) the substitutions within the Task and Finish Group be allowed. 

 

Voting: Unanimous  

 

Proposed: Cllr Bungey  

Seconded: Cllr Spittle 

 

 

183. Legacy Path at Gundimore Beach  

 

Members considered the current state of the Legacy Path and expressed concerns 

over the challenges that the people with walking difficulties experiencing to access 

the beach. 

 

Members agreed that the unitary council should be responsible for the 

maintenance and repair of the path as well as the provision of adequate pathways 

to enable safe and equitable accessibility. It is discussed that the Council should 

put more pressure on BCP to undertake the necessary work.  

 



– 109 – 

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
25 October 2022 

 

 

A Member outlined the difficulty of the area and highlighted that the path was highly 

exposed to the effects of the wind which brings lots of sand and makes the path 

difficult to keep clean and tidy.   

 

Members considered that roll-out pathways would be an appropriate solution to 

improve accessibility and to encourage more people to come to the beach. 

Members considered that the Council should first consider this matter with the 

BCP and then, if necessary, would further investigates the quotes for roll-outs to 

be undertaken by BCP’s equipment. 

 

The Interim Town Clerk informed Members that if the Council decides to consider 

undertaking these works, the matter should be taken to the budget setting meeting 

and that the quotes should be elaborately evaluated to have a sound idea about 

the budget. 

  

The Interim Town Clerk informed members that she and the Mayor would meet up 

with the BCP on 16th November and proposed to bring forward this matter in that 

meeting.  

 

It is AGREED that the Mayor and the Interim Town Clerk take the matter to 

the meeting that would be held with BCP on 16 November and report back 

to the Committee. 

 

Voting: Unanimous 

 

Proposed: Cllr McCormack 

Seconded: Cllr Luscombe 

 

184. Community Grants 

 

Members considered to open the window for the first half of Community Grant 

applications to be received. 

RESOLVED that the Council 

a) opens the window for Community Grant Applications to be received 

for 1 month with effect from the date of the Community Committee 

meeting held on 25 October 2022; and  

b) delegates to the Interim Town Clerk to advertise on the Council’s 

website that the window for applications for Community Grants is open 

for 1 month 

 

Voting: Unanimous 
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Proposed: Cllr Coulton 

Seconded: Cllr Bungey 

 

185. Byelaw options to stop antisocial behaviour in the Fountain 

Roundabout Underpass  

The Interim Town Clerk informed Members that the bylaws were being superseded 

by Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) and that there was a unitary-wide 

PSPO that covered the anti-social behaviour such as loitering and street drinking 

and that it could be enforced by the Community Safety Accreditation Scheme 

(CSAS) Officers. The Interim Town Clerk also advised Members about the 

additional measures soon being put in place in the underpass including additional 

CCTV, increased lighting, and mirrors at both end of the underpass. 

The Interim Town Clerk highlighted that there was not a CSAS officer in 

Christchurch. She advised that the Council could put some pressure on BCP to 

budget for a CSAS Officer in Christchurch or, as an alternative, the Council could 

pay for a CSAS officer dedicated to Christchurch. The Interim Town Clerk advised 

that the Council would pay around £40.000 for a CSAS officer if they agree to hire 

a dedicated officer for Christchurch.  

It is discussed that CSAS officer would deal with many other problems including 

graffiti, vandalism, street-begging, drinking and other various forms of anti-social 

behaviour.  

A Member highlighted the increasing graffiti and vandalism acts in the town centre 

and underlined that the council should be proactive to prevent these activities to 

make sure the safety and the heritage of the town is well maintained. 

It is RECOMMENDED that the Council considers adding a CSAS officer into 

the budget during the budget setting for 2023-2024.  

 

Voting: Unanimous 

 

Proposed: Cllr McCormack  

Seconded: Cllr Jarvis 

 

186. Defibrillators 

 

The Interim Town Clerk advised that the item was requested by Cllr Charrett who 

was not present during the meeting. The Interim Town Clerk suggested that the 

item be deferred to the next meeting with the presence of Cllr Charrett. 

It is agreed that this item be deferred to the next meeting.  
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Voting: Unanimous 

 

Proposed: Cllr McCormack 

Seconded: Cllr Grace 

 

187. Update about the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Members received a verbal update from the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group’s 

Chairman about the undergoing works of the Working Group. 

The Chairman of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group (NPWG) informed 

Members about the public consultations that would take place on 5th November 

(Saturday) and 7th November (Monday) under the arches of the Old Town Hall. 

The Chairman reported that the Working Group was making good progress and 

was busy working on various themes including Open and Green Spaces, Design 

and Heritage, Getting About, Town Centre and Place Making. The Chairman 

highlighted that the Working Group was in close contact with the BCP and that the 

Group was welcoming BCP officers to the meetings to exchange knowledge and 

experience. He also informed Members about the ongoing Design Code and 

Shopfront Guidance studies undertaken by external consultants (Design West and 

AECOM respectively). He stated that the proposals for car park and traffic 

management consultancy would be brought forward into the next Resources 

Agenda. 

Members questioned the relation of the Neighbourhood Plan with the emerging 

Local Plan. The Chairman explained that the Working Group was carefully 

considering the BCP’s emerging Local Plan in close contact with the responsible 

officers. He confirmed it was expected that the Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan 

would influence the emerging Local Plan.  

 

The meeting ended at 19.25pm  

 CHAIRMAN 

 


