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CHRISTCHURCH TOWN COUNCIL 

 PLANNING AND REGULATORY COMMITTEE 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 24 January 2023 at 6.00pm at Christchurch 

Library, Room 14, High Street, Christchurch, BH23 1AW 

Present: - 

Chairman: 

Vice-Chairman: 

 

Cllr D C Jones (in the Chair) 

Present: Cllr V Charrett, Cllr M Cox, Cllr S Fotheringham and Cllr R D 

Luscombe. 

Apologies: Cllr L Dedman, Cllr G R Jarvis and Cllr M J Tarling. 

Officers 

present: 

Zeynep Aktuna, Democratic Services Officer 

Vanessa Ricketts, Interim Town Clerk 

Other Members 

Present: 

Cllr A E Coulton 

Members of the 

Public present: 

 

13 

Members of the 

Press present: 

 

0 

 

 

288. Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest on this occasion.  

  

289. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 January 2023 were agreed and signed 

as an accurate record.  

Voting: 3:0 (2 abstentions)  

Proposed by: Cllr Charrett 
Seconded by: Cllr Luscombe 
 

290. Public Participation 

The Mayor stated, highlighting the significant role of the site for the river and 

the conservation area, the proposal was overdevelopment on a very small 
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site which would cause loss of privacy to residents, bring about light and 

noise pollution and result in increased traffic congestion in the area by 

reducing the number of the car parks.  

A member of the public pointed out the existing traffic issues and stated that 

the proposed development would worsen the traffic congestion and car 

parking problem in the area. Arguing that most of the hotel visitors would 

come by car, he stated that the proposal would have a severe effect on the 

surrounding road network. He added that reducing the number of car parks, 

which was already limited in the area, would bring about significant 

congestion for residents, hotel visitors and visitors of the Quomps.  

A further member of the public highlighted that the proposed extension would 

cause loss of amenity and privacy for the neighbouring residences due to the 

new rooms’ directly overlooking the residents’ properties. She added that the 

scale, height, and mass of the proposed development would have a 

detrimental impact on neighbouring residences and cause light and noise 

pollution and disturbance in the area. She also highlighted that there were 

very limited public consultations about the project.  

Another member of the public touched upon the local and riverside amenity 

and landscape and stated, by referring to Local Plan Policy H12, Core 

Strategy Policy HE2 and National Planning Policy Framework, that the 

proposal would dominate the riverside vista with its increased height. 

Highlighting the uniqueness of Christchurch waterfront, he stated that the 

proposal would be detrimental to the riverside and the landscape character 

of the area and negatively affect the residents, visitors, and holiday makers. 

He also underlined that the proposal would cause loss of privacy with its 

windows directly facing properties and would cause noise disturbance in the 

area.  

 

291. Public Questions 

 There were no questions from the public on this occasion. 

 

292. Planning Applications:  

 

Members were asked to consider the applications listed below and that the 

following comments be forwarded to Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole 

Council: 
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293. Planning Application:  8/22/1069/FUL The Captains Club Hotel Wick 

Lane Christchurch BH23 1HU 

 

Members considered an extension to the existing hotel to create additional 

hotel bedrooms and suites and ancillary plant rooms. 

Councillors thanked the members of the public for their invaluable input and 

comments on the proposed application. 

A Member highlighted that the Captains Club was an important community 

asset as it was but stated that the proposed development would be 

significantly bigger than the existing building and proposed to raise an 

objection on the grounds of loss of amenity for neighbouring residences. He 

also pointed out the proposal’s negative impact on traffic. 

A further Member seconded the proposal and stated that the proposed 

development would not comply with the existing policies of Christchurch and 

East Dorset District Council adopted Core Strategy (April 2014). He 

specifically referred to:  

− Policy HE2 (Design of New Development) which states that “the 

design of development must be of a high quality, reflecting and 

enhancing areas of recognised local distinctiveness”. The proposal 

would not be compatible with its surrounding area due to its bulk, 

scale, height, landscaping, visual impact, and relationship to nearby 

properties.  

− Policy HE3 (Landscape Quality) which underlines that the 

development should “protect and seek to enhance the landscape 

character of the area”. The proposal did not consider the important 

views and visual amenity of the surrounding area and would be 

detrimental to historical and landscape characteristics of the riverside. 

Furthermore, the increased number of rooms would harm the 

tranquillity of the area and neighbouring residences and cause light 

and noise pollution.  

Members agreed that the size, bulk, and height of the proposal would not be 

compatible with the landscape and heritage characteristics of the riverside 

and the conservation area.  

The Planning and Regulatory Committee also expressed its greatest 

concerns over the impact of the proposal on car parking and increased traffic 

congestion which would discourage tourists from coming to Christchurch to 

experience the greater amenities of the town. 

RESOLVED that the Council raises objection to the proposal on the 

grounds of: 

https://planning.christchurchandeastdorset.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=118246
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− incompatibility with Christchurch and East Dorset Core Strategy 

Policies HE2 (Design of New Development) and HE3 (Landscape 

Quality), 

− detrimental visual impact on the riverside and the conservation 

area due to the scale, bulk, and height of the proposal,  

− loss of amenity and tranquillity for neighbouring residences, 

− increasing light pollution and noise in the area, 

− concerns over the impact of the proposal on car parking and 

increased traffic congestion which would discourage tourists 

coming into Christchurch. 

Voting: Unanimous 

Proposed by: Cllr Cox 
Seconded by: Cllr Luscombe  
 

 

The meeting ended at 6.36pm  

 CHAIRMAN 

 


