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MINUTES 

PLANNING and REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
 

Held:   Tuesday 21st March 2023  Time: 6:00PM 

 

Place of meeting: Room 14, Christchurch Library, High Street 

 

 

Present: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also present: Cllr S. Spittle and 34 members of the public. 

 

 
372. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from Cllr Dedman and Cllr Cox as they were attending another meeting at 
BCP Council and from Cllr Jarvis and Cllr Farrell-Jarvis due to previous commitments.  
 
It was also noted that BCP Ward Councillors Margaret Phipps and Vanessa Ricketts had given their 
apologies and sent out a statement to be read out during the meeting.  
 

RESOLVED That the apologies be received and 
accepted. 

 
373. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Jones declared a prejudicial interest in Minute No. 379 ‘20’s Plenty Campaign’ as he had objected 

the motion in the Full Council meeting of 6 February 2023 and stated that he did not want 

involvement in discussions.  

 
Cllr Tarling was appointed Vice Chairman of the meeting. 

 
374. MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting held 21st February 2023 were received and confirmed. 
 

D.C. Jones  (in the Chair) 

V. Charrett (Deputy Town Mayor, Ex-Officio)     
S. Fotheringham  

R. Luscombe  

M.J Tarling 
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RESOLVED That the minutes be signed by the 
Chairman as a true and accurate record.  
 

375. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The Chairman made an introduction regarding the procedure of the meeting and advised that the 

Committee would not be able to accept questions due to the pressure of business but assured that 

the Town Clerk would write back to questioners within 48 hours to submit a full answer to their 

questions. The Chairman also explained that the Christchurch Town Council was a statutory 

consultee who would be able to make recommendation to the BCP Council but did not have the 

authority to directly approve or disapprove the application. The Chairman explained that any 

objection to a planning application should be grounded in the planning policy framework and policies 

in place. The Chairman also advised members of the public to contact their Ward Councillors and 

their MP to object to the proposal. 

There were 34 members of the public present in the room. The Town Clerk was advised there were 

additional public members who were not able to attend the meeting due to restrictions on the 

number of people allowed in the room. Members of the public present at the meeting expressed 

their concerns over the incapacity of the room to host all members of the public and the absence of 

BCP Council representatives at the meeting. Some members of the public also raised a concern over 

the lack of recognition of Christchurch residents’ voice by BCP Council.  

 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.12pm. 
The meeting was reconvened at 7.27pm.  
 

Regarding the insufficient capacity of the room, the Chairman proposed to call a reconvened 

meeting where a larger number of the public would be able to attend alongside the representatives 

of the BCP Council. It was noted that the statutory response window for the application closed on 6th 

April 2023. 

Councillors then heard the representations of the members of the public present at the room. 

Various concerns were raised over: 

− The unsuitability of the location for an adult only hostel: the site is located at the heart of a 
residential family area and at the proximity of three local schools, hospital, and care homes. 
Large number of children, elderly and families are often walking past the site. 

− The possible occupants of the hostel which would cover people associated with crime and 
anti-social behaviour.  

− Noise and distribution and potential increase in anti-social behaviour and crime in the area 
bringing about detrimental effects to the amenities of the neighbours. 

− Insufficiency of supporting evidence provided by BCP Council: Inadequate information was 
provided regarding the safeguarding measures that would be taken to assure a safe 
integration of the proposal to the neighbouring communities. The Management Plan gives 
reference to one staff member and CCTV cameras, implying a larger reliance on remote 
monitoring.  

− Problems associated with the houses of multiple occupation (HMO).  

− The inadequacy of effective policing in Christchurch. 

− Lack of communication from BCP Council with the neighbouring residences.  
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− Shortage of nursing homes in Christchurch: The proposal would further reduce the number 
of available care homes in Christchurch.  

 
The residents of the properties directly bordering the site also expressed their concerns over the loss 
of privacy and non-existence of proper fencing. 
 
A non-voting Member touched upon the inadequacy of the evidence supported by BCP Council, 
highlighted that there should be more information available on the housing need statistics and 
argued that the proposal would be incompatible with Christchurch and East Dorset Core Strategy 
policies HE2 ‘Design of New Development’ and H16 ‘Crime Prevention and Design’. 
 
The Chairman read out a statement by BCP Ward Councillor Margaret Phipps. Statement 
acknowledged the need to provide shelter for people in need but raised a strong concern over the 
location of the proposal being very close to local schools and residential communities. The statement 
also argued, referring to Christchurch and East Dorset Core Strategy policy HE2 ‘Design of New 
Development’ that a proposal for a ‘change of use’ would require planning permission as it was a 
‘new development’. It was also highlighted that the Management Plan did not provide sufficient 
information on the potential occupants of the hostel.   
 
Another statement from a Member was read out expressing that the proposal would be severely 
detrimental to the amenities of the neighbours due to the risk of increased anti-social behaviour. 

 
After hearing the representations of the members of the public and the statements of Councillors, 
Members moved on to the next item. 
 
Members of the public left the room at 7.11pm. 
 

376. PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
The Chairman advised that the Committee would not be able to accept questions due to the 
pressure of business but assured that the Town Clerk would write back to questioners within 48 
hours to submit a full answer to their questions. 
 

377. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Members were asked to consider the applications listed below and that the following comments be 
forwarded to Bournemouth, Christchurch, and Poole Council. 
 

378. PLANNING APPLICATION: 8/23/0132/COU, Queensmead 1 Bronte Avenue Christchurch BH23 2LX  
 

RESOLVED that the Item ‘Planning Application: 
8/23/0132/COU’ be considered at a reconvened 
Planning and Regulatory Committee meeting to 
enable a larger public participation with the 
presence of BCP Council representatives.  
 

379. 20’S PLENTY CAMPAIGN 
 

Members were asked to agree a preliminary list of streets for inclusion into the ‘20's Plenty 
Campaign’ and to decide the next stages and actions as resolved in Full Council of 6 February 2023 – 
Minute No. 303 ‘Motions from Councillors’.  
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Cllr Jones left the room at 7.13pm as he had declared a prejudicial interest on the item.  
Cllr Tarling took the Chair. 

 
Members discussed the significance of speed limitation in ensuring the safety of pedestrians, notably 
children, elderly and vulnerable residents. It was argued that the speed limitation should be 
implemented not only in the town centre but also at critical locations such as the proximity of the 
schools, care homes and hospitals and on streets with high incidents of accidents.  
 
It was agreed to establish an Advisory Committee under Section 12 of the Scheme of Delegation to 
be known as the ‘20’s Plenty Review Group’ and that the officers would invite all Councillors to put 
forward their candidacy for membership of the group.  
 

RESOLVED That an Advisory Committee be set up 
to be known as the ‘20’s Plenty Review Group’ to 
decide the next stages and actions on ‘20's Plenty 
Campaign’ and produce the report to return to 
the Planning and Regulatory Committee. 

 
There being no further business, the Vice Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7:24pm1. 
 
 
 

 
Signed:_______________________________________ 
 
Chairman 
 
ZA/JS 23.03.2023 
 

 
1 The meeting will be reconvened on Monday, 3rd April 2023 at 6pm at the Hall on the Hill (17 Marlow Drive, 

Christchurch, BH23 2RR) 


